Guide to Meeting Public Notice Requirement for CON Applicants

Per 18 V.S.A.§ 9440(c)(2), prior to filing an application for a Certificate of Need, an applicant shall file a Letter of Intent with the State of Vermont’s Department of Banking, Insurance, Securities & Health Care Administration (BISHCA).  Public notice of such proposed projects shall be provided in newspapers having general circulation in the region of the state affected by the letter of intent. The public notice shall identify the applicant, the proposed new health care project, and the date by which a competing application or petition to intervene must be filed. In addition, a copy of the public notice shall be sent to the clerk of the municipality in which the proposed project is located. Upon receipt, the clerk shall post the notice in or near the clerk’s office and in at least two other public places in the municipality.

CON applicants may wish to follow the public notice format suggested below. Note that the underlined text is to be completed using your project’s specifics. Since most daily newspapers require two to three days notice for publishing please ensure that you choose a  “20 day” date that is the 20th calendar date following the date the Public Notice actually appears in the newspaper. 

Please send BISHCA a copy of the clipping of each Public Notice printed in the newspaper noting the newspaper’s name and date of publication as proof of satisfying the Public Notice requirement.

PUBLIC NOTICE

In accordance with Chapter 221 of Title 18, V.S.A., Your Entity’s Name here is seeking a Certificate of Need provide brief description of project, service or item to be purchased here. The total proposed capital expenditure for this application is provide dollar amount here for identify project/service/purchase associated with the specific expense here.   

Competing application(s) and/or petition(s) to intervene must be submitted in writing to the Division of Health Care Administration at the address below on or before provide date here mm/dd/yyyy. (Note: Date is 20 calendar days following the date of public notice appearing in the newspaper.) Another opportunity to seek competing application status will also be provided later in the CON review process when the application is found complete by BISHCA.

Persons may request information about the proposal from Your Entity’s name at Your Entity’s phone number and address here or by contacting the Division of Health Care Administration, 89 Main St., Drawer 20, Montpelier, VT 05620-3601. Telephone: (802) 828-2900.

